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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN WILLIAM STRAHAN 
AND DAVID HALL, 1763-1777. 

(Continued from page 333.) 

London Ocb r 23, 1768. 
Dear Davie 

I wrote you a few Lines, the 6 th Instant, by the Packett, 
in which I told you I had shipt for you on board the Hetty, 
Osborne, to the Amount of £298 : 13 : 8, by whom I had 
also sent my Account Current and a long Letter giving a 
Detail of what occurred to me in my Journey to Scotland, 
and the little Politicks that was then in Agitation. I ac- 
knowleged likewise the Receit of yours of July 30, by 
Sutton. 

I have since received yours of August 27, via Bristol, by 
Harkies ; and the Copy of that and your former of July 30, 
via" Liverpool, by McKoy. What you order in these two 
Letters shall be sent fJ next Vessel, for they could not be 
had complete by this. In the mean time, I herewith send 
you the Magazines, the Annual Register Vol. 9 th and 12 
Monthly Review Vol. 38 th all which I shall include in the 
next Invoice, when I send M r Allinson's Books, and the 
Law Books you order in your last. 

I am glad Budden is at last arrived. I was mistaken in 
writting Sparks instead of him. I see you acknowlege the 
Receit of mine of April 26, and May 14. I hope you also 
received a long Letter dated April 16, tho' you do not men- 
tion it. Vou have done extremely right to put the Watches 
into such proper Hands. I know they are cheap, and am 
therefore hopeful they will be disposed of by M r Duffield in 
a moderate Space of Time, without much, (if any) Loss : 
And that, whatever it may be, I will cheerfully bear. The 
Maker of them is a worthy young Fellow, very deserving of 
Support and Encouragement. 



462 Correspondence between William, Slrahan and David Hall. 

The Political Season is now fast approaching; but at 
present I have nothing to give you, unless what you will 
find in the Papers. — Lord Chatham, you see, hath resigned 
by a Letter to the King written by his Lady, but dictated 
by himself. His doing this, at this precise Juncture, when 
his Health is far from being bad, shewes he meditates some 
Stroke or other, if possible to revive his Importance, but I 
hope he will find his former Popularity is not to be retrieved. 
Lord Shelbourne is turned out to make room for Lord Eoch- 
ford, and other Changes will certainly take Place before the 
Parliament meets. — Wilkes is at present no more talked of; 
and the King of Denmark hath left us, taking France in his 
way home. I was at the Masquerade Ball he gave, which 
was splendid beyond Description. I gave an imperfect Ac- 
count of it in the Chron. His Behaviour was altogether 
unexceptionable. 

Nothing else occurs to me just now. "We all remember 
you and yours with Affection ; and I am ever 
Dear Davie 

Most faithfully and cordially Yours 

"Will: Strahan 

To Mb. David Hall 

Merchant in Philadelphia 

London Nov r 10, 1768. 
Dbae Davie 

My last to you was dated Ocb r 23, by the Susannah, Sut- 
ton, by whom I sent you the 12 Beview Vol. 38, and Maga- 
zines, &c. I have since received yours of Sept 1 19 th by Bud- 
den; inclosing a Bill on John Mayne, Esq; for £200, and 
Six hundred Dollars, which I sold this Day for 5/5J ^ Ounce, 
and they produced, after deducting Freight, £140 : 11 : 3, 
for both which Sums I have given you Credit. The Omis- 
sions in the Order of the Union Library shall be supplied 
next Vessel ; but what they seem most angry at my having 
omitted, viz. the Fifth Vol. of Lardner's Jewish and Heathen 
History, was never printed, there being only four. My 
"Wife saw both Margaret and Jean Ged, who both look re- 
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markably old. — I shall be sure to send the 12 Doz. of Weak 
Printing Ink you order in your Note of Sept r 23, by the 
very first Vessel, which will sail, I hope, in 2 or 3 Weeks. — 
I have also yours of Sept r 24, by the Dragon, Reid, and shall 
take all the Care I can, that you receive Papers by every 
Vessel from hence to any part of North America, and, if 
possible, from all the Ports you mention. 

By this Mail you will receive the King's Speech and Ad- 
dresses. You will see by them in what Light the Beha- 
viour of the People at Boston, in particular, is considered 
here. I was in the House of Lords on Tuesday, when Lord 
Pomfret moved for the Address, in a decent enough Speech, 
wherein he recommended treating the Colonies with Firm- 
ness, and with such a kindly Severity, as might prevent the 
Breach from spreading farther, and the Effusion of Blood, 
which he thought it was likely to end in, if some means 
were not soon taken to enforce Obedience to the Legisla- 
ture. Here the Address past without Opposition, and they 
were up by three o'Clock. 

The House of Commons sat till twelve at Night. I was 
not there, so cannot give you so complete an Account of 
their Debates, as I would wish. M r Grenville, I find, made 
a long Speech upon the Occasion, laying the whole Blame 
of our Differences with the Colonies, on Lord Chatham and 
Lord Camden ; which last, he said, as the Head of the Law, 
ought to have known better, but he left him to the Com- 
punctions of his own Conscience. He had in his Pockett 
the Former's Letters, which he frequently quotted, and called 
them libelous throughout. M r Barry spoke in behalf of the 
Colonies, and against the Parliamentary Right of imposing 
Taxes upon them. M r Cornwall found great Fault with 
Lord Hillsborough's Letter, requiring the American Gov- 
ernors to dissolve the Assemblies till they had retracted 
what had done respecting the circular Letter to the different 
Provinces. M r Burke spoke too. Lord North, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, said that whatever Prudence or 
Policy might hereafter induce us to repeal the late Paper 
and Glass Act, he hoped we should never think of it till 
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we saw America prostrate at our Feet. These were his very 
Words. Alderman Beckford moved for an immediate Re- 
peal. In conclusion the Address passed as you see it, with- 
out a Division ; and the general Sense of the House was 
clearly for enforcing the Act, and the Authority of the 
Legislature in general. 

This is all the Politics I can now give you. By Budden, 
who says he will sail in a Forthnight, or by the next Packett, 
I shall be able to write you more fully and more satisfac- 
torily. In the mean time, I will venture to give you my 
own Opinion of the People at Boston, which is, that they 
have acted very foolishly, in shewing so much Violence. 
They had already sent over a Petition to the King and to 
the Ministry. "What more, after all their Efforts, could they 
do ? Their calling a Convention without the Interposition 
of the Governor, could legally do nothing ; and nothing they 
did. The Case is far from being similar to our Situation 
at the Revolution ; and it is quite a different piece of Busi- 
ness to oppose an arbitrary Parliament than an arbitrary 
Prince; nor are they, by any Means, in a condition to 
oppose, with Effect, both united. It is a Maxim founded 
on good Policy, and good Sense, never to shew our Teeth 
when we are not able to bite. Their proclaiming a Fast 
too, and recommending the People to exercise themselves 
in the Use of their Arms, upon the Colour of an approach- 
ing War with France, was, in my Mind a Piece of inex- 
cusable Mockery of the Divine Being ; nor can I see how 
they can vindicate such a Procedure. Upon the whole, I 
am very sorry they went any farther than spirited Remon- 
strances, which might have had the same Effect they had in 
the Stamp Act ; but now I am afraid they have rendered 
a Repeal of this Class Act, for the present at least, wholly 
impracticable. 

Some People here, whom you know, think the Difference 
between us is now past all Healing. I am of a contrary 
Opinion; because I know there is no Disposition, either 
in the King, the Ministry, or the Parliament, to oppress 
America in any Shape, or to lay heavier Burthens upon 
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them than they are able to bear. The Power of the British 
Legislature here to impose Taxes upon you, will now be 
(indeed must now be) either enforced or given up, and so 
the Principal Bone of Contention between us will be taken 
out of the "Way. The violent Encroachments of James JJ_ 
brought on the glorious Revolution ; and tho' I am far from 
comparing our Differences between the King and People at 
that time, yet it is a good Sign, when the Causes of Disgust 
between any two Parties come to be fully and openly can- 
vassed, that they will soon terminate in an Accommodation. 
My Wife and all my Family are pure well at present, and 
desire to be affectionately remembered to you and M™ Hall. 
I am extremely busy just now, but always, with the warmest 
Affection and Attachment 

Dear Davie 

Your faithful Friend and Servant 
"Will: Strahan. 
To Mr. David Hall 

Merchant in Philadelphia 

London Dec'. 30, 1768. 
Dear Davie 

Since my last of Nov' 10 th (in which I acknowleged the 
Receit of a Bill on Mayne for £200, and Six hundred Dol- 
lars, which produced, clear £140 : 11 : 3) I have received 
yours of Oct r 29 by Captain Sparks, acquainting me, that 
you had shipt One hundred Barrels of Flour for Lisbon, 
consigned to Mess ra Parr and Buckley, and desired them to 
remit the Proceeds to me. I have yet heard nothing from 
them, but when I do, shall be sure to acquaint you. I am 
sorry so many Mistakes have latety happened. I think I 
have now rectified them all. Swinbourn on Wills is to be 
sure very dear ; but it is now dearer. So let the Gentle- 
man, if he pleases, return it, I never send a Book, like that, 
which is so much raised above the original Price, but such 
as I know are likely to continue to rise ; by this Means your 
Customer has the Book if he chooses it; if not, it is no 
inconvenience to me to have it returned. I am surprised 
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the Law Books, in general are reckoned dear. Every Law 
Book I send you, except those I am concerned in, I buy 
with Ready Money, and, upon my "Word, upon an Average, 
I have not 5 ^ C by them. You may easily judge therefore 
that they are not worth sending ; nor would I to any Person 
but yourself, under the full Price marked in Worral's Cata- 
logue. The Profit allowed on Law Books was always trifling. 
However, I shall, for the future, send none that are much 
raised in Price, without previously acquainting you. 

I hope the Newspapers come to you now from all Quar- 
ters. If they do not, it is not my Fault, for I have written 
to all the Printers you mention in the most pressing Manner, 
telling them at the same time, that they should be paid by 
me for their Papers on Demand. There is no compelling 
them. I hope M r Nicholl lets no Ship sail from hence to 
any part of North America, without some Papers for you. 

I received yours of Oct' 21" by M r Coombe, who seems 
to be such a Man as you describe him. He shall want no 
Friendship or Civility I can shew him, you may depend 
upon it. I find he lodges at present with B/ Franklin, 
whom I have not seen lately, having been confined to the 
House for this fortnight past with a Sort of Rheumatick 
Disorder, occasioned, I believe, by a Cold. But I hope to 
get abroad in a Day or two, perhaps before I have concluded 
this Letter. 

As the Parliament hath now been convened above Six 
"Weeks you will doubtless expect a great deal of Politicks ; 
but I am afraid I shall disappoint you. Tou will think this 
strange ; but so it is, Things are in such an unsettled Way, 
that there is no forming any true judgment in whose Hands 
the Administration of our Affairs shall be even for the en- 
suing "Week. No "Words can convey to you the desultory 
Proceedings of the House of Commons during the present 
Session, especially in regard to Wilkes, whose Importance 
they seem determined to revive, by every Method in their 
Power. There seems, indeed, to be neither Spirit nor Con- 
cert in the Ministry, but every Member of it throws out 
what occurs to himself, without adopting any Plan of Con- 
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duct ; appearing only concerned each for himself lest his 
own Popularity should suffer by the Part he should take in 
this ridiculous Squabble. I will not name any of the 
Leaders in the Administration that behave in this manner, 
because they appear to me to be all alike culpable in this 
respect. Their only Excuse is, the precarious Tenor upon 
which each holds his Station, founded on the repeated 
Changes which have taken place during the present Reign, 
and a strong Suspicion that the same secret Influence which 
is supposed to have occasioned these, still prevails. Whether 
this is really the Case or not, I will not pretend to say ; tho' 
I am rather inclined to think there is some Cause to appre- 
hend it is as they suspect. But however this may be, I 
cannot think that Things will remain long in the present 
Posture. Fresh Changes begin again to be talked of; and 
as Lord Chatham, from Motives best known to himself, 
hath not only resigned his place of Privy Seal, but is now 
openly reconciled to his Brothers Lord Temple and George 
Grenville, a Coalition may possibly be formed between them 
and the Rockingham Party, and they may be joined, per- 
haps, by the Duke of Bedford and his Friends ; and in that 
Case they must carry all before them, and form a Ministry, 
which being superior to any Influence whatever, either open 
or secret, may have some Chance for Permanency. It is, 
in truth, a Melancholy Consideration, that after having tried 
almost every Man in the Kingdom who is a Candidate for 
public Employment, there should not be found one fit to 
take the Lead, or that can procure the full and absolute 
Direction of Affairs, as has been usual in former Reigns. 
The Duke of Grafton, I have some Reason to think has 
been long tired of his present Station, and no "Wonder. 
He is young, a Lover of Pleasure, and is not vested with 
those Powers, which are absolutely necessary to ensure 
Obedience and Attachment from the other Powers of the 
Crown. If Chatham must come in again, it must be, as 
before, upon his own Terms ; and I must own he appears 
to be the only Man to whom the rest can be brought to 
submit, and who can restore that vigor, to administration, 
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so necessary on all Occasions, but more particularly at pres- 
ent, the want of which hath well nigh ruined our Affairs 
past all Redemption. Till -some Alteration takes place, 
nothing can be settled, I am afraid, with respect to your 
American Affairs, which ly over at present in a very dis- 
agreeable Situation. I cannot, indeed, conceive why the 
Matter is not taken up in some Shape or other, unless it be 
that they wait for the expected Changes, and are desirous 
that the Odium attending the Enquiry may devolve to their 
Successors. 

You must have seen "Wilkes's Petition to the House of 
Commons in the Votes, which to my great Surprise, they 
received, and permit him to be heard at their Bar, in defence 
of the Alegations of it, if he thinks fit. This, however, is 
postponed till the 27 th of next Month. In the mean time 
his Coadjutor Serjeant Glyn is deliberately elected for Mid- 
dlesex, the County where the King resides, in spite of all 
the Influence of the Court. What Idea must this convey to 
all the World ? Upon this Occasion too, Wilkes himself 
hath printed a most impudent Letter to the Electors, a Copy 
of which I shall inclose to you, which the House of Lords 
have voted to be an infamous and treasonable Libel, and 
desired the Concurrence of the Commons, who have post- 
poned the Consideration of it till the Day abovementioned. 
Their Hesitation in this is likewise most wonderful ! But 
in truth there seems to be so little Disposition in the Com- 
mons to deal with this Incendiary as he deserves, that one 
Day when I happened to be in the House, Sir "William 
Meredith moved for an Enquiry into the Behaviour of the 
Military in S* George's Fields on the 10 th of May last, and 
for that End to have all Orders, &c. issued upon that Occa- 
sion laid before them. He insisted much on the Danger to 
the Constitution, in having recourse on such Occasions to a 
Standing Army, and on the particular Turpitude of the 
Ministry's suffering the Person who actually killed Allen to 
escape, and permitting an innocent Man to be tried for that 
Murder, whom they owned they had supported with the 
Public Money ; calling upon Lord Barington, Secretary at 
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"War, to declare under what Article of Expence this could 
be charged. To this Lord B. replied, that so far as he was 
concerned, he was ready to second any Man who should 
move for an Enquiry into his Conduct, as he knew he had 
done nothing inconsistent with his Duty ; that he knew 
nothing of the Escape of the Man who fired the Musquet 
by which Allen was killed ; that he was discharged by the 
Justice of Peace before whom he was carried, for want of 
Evidence ; that the Innocent Man was committed by the 
same Justice on positive Evidence of his being guilty ; that 
he was afterwards informed that he who fired the Gun, 
which he did by mere Accident, upon this expressed his 
Surprise to his Comerads, that the other should be commit- 
ted for what he owned he had himself done most undesign- 
edly; that on this; that on his he supposed they advised 
him to make his Escape, as it might not be safe even to 
trust himself to a Jury, in the present Disposition of the 
Populace ; that the innocent Person was supported by pub- 
lic Money, which was changed under the Articles of Con- 
tingencies, and that he hoped the House would join with 
him in Opinion, that Men who did their Duty in a Service 
which was equally necessary and disagreeable to them, 
ought to be cherished and Rewarded according to their 
Merits. That as to the Messages, Orders or Letters that 
had passed upon the Occasion, he knew of none ; for that 
without any written Requisition the Troops quartered in 
the Savoy, Tower, or Horse Guards were always ready to 
assist the Civil Magistrate on the shortest Notice, and when 
they acted under his Directions, they actually became part 
of the Civil Power. M r Rigby spoke afterwards extremely 
well, and exposed the Absurdity of seeming to throw the 
least Slur, by such an Enquiry, on the Conduct of the Sol- 
diers on that Day, as they might so soon stand in need of 
their Assistance, when "Wilkes was brought to their Bar. 
M r Eitzherbert observed with great Propriety, (in answer 
to some Members who insisted much on the Sufficiency 
of the Civil Power alone, to quell any Mobs or Insurrec- 
tions whatever, and that this Method was the only constitu- 
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tional one that could be adopted on such Occasions) that he 
had himself been a Justice of Peace in the Country for 
twenty Tears past, and was pretty well acquainted with the 
Law so far as that Office extended, and he would venture to 
assure the House, that that Part of the English Constitu- 
tion which confined the Guardianship of the public Peace, 
and the Execution of the Laws to the Civil Power, or Posse 
Comitatus, was worn out, and become obsolete; for that he 
never could procure the necessary Assistance upon any 
Emergency, but from Men whom he hired for the purpose 
with Money out of his own Pockett; and he appealed to 
the House whether such Men were not, in that View, to all 
Intents and Purposes, a standing Array, with this only Dif- 
ference, that they did not wear Red Coats. After this the 
Motion was dropped. 

I happen'd also to be in the House of Lords, one Day, 
when the Message was brought them from the Commons, 
requesting them to permit Lords Sandwich and Halifax to 
be examined at their Bar, touching "Wilkes's Affair. On 
this Lord Sandwich observed to the House, that this Mes- 
sage ought to be duly considered, before they returned their 
Answer to it ; that for his own Part, he was ready and even 
desirous to answer any Questions respecting the Share he 
had in that Transaction, in doing which he should not re- 
flect any Dishonour upon their Lordships, or any way in- 
jure his own Character; but that as he had then the Honour 
of holding a very high Office under the Crown, and as the 
Part he acted was under the Official Oath of Secrecy, he 
left it to them to determine, how far he could with Propriety 
answer the Questions that might be put to him. Lord 
Northington observed, that it was a Message of a very ex- 
traordinary Nature, that since he had the Honour to sit in 
that House, he remembered nothing similar to it; and that 
on searching their Journals he could find but one Instance, 
for a Century past, where they had permitted one of their 
Number to be examined as a "Witness at the Bar of the 
Commons ; that this Instance was within all their Memories, 
viz. the Examination of the late Earl of Morton, which 
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respected the important Affair of the Longitude, and in 
which he was only required to give his Judgment as an able 
Mathematician. In conclusion, the Consideration of the 
Message was then put off to another day ; but they have 
since, after several Conferences with the Commons, agreed 
to suffer the Lords to be examined, if they think fit, when 
Wilkes Affair comes before them. The Lords also com- 
mitted an Attorney to Newgate the same Day, for promoting 
and carrying on a most litigious and vexatious Prosecu- 
tion against one M r Hesse, a Justice of the Peace, in behalf 
of one of the Rioters that assembled in New Palace Yard 
one Day last Summer. The case was this : M r Hesse was 
ordered by the House of Lords to keep the Peace there that 
Day, and to deal with any of the Rioters whom he might 
be able to apprehend, according to Law. One of the most 
daring and troublesome of them he had the Courage to seize 
from among the Mob, whom he conveyed to the Court of 
Requests, intending to bring him to the Bar of the Lords, 
but they happened to be adjourned before he got to the 
House. Upon this, he carried his Prisoner to the Bench of 
Justices then assembled at the Guild hall, "Westminster, who 
refused to make out his Commitment on this Ground, that 
as M r Hesse was himself a Justice and had acted in this 
Matter by the special Order of the House of Lords, he 
might commit him himself, which he accordingly did. But 
the House having soon after adjourned for the Summer, 
without taking any Notice of the Prisoner, M r Hesse, in 
about ten Days after his Commitment, set him at Liberty. 
This Man, therefore, not having been legally discharged, 
brought his Action against M r Hesse, and laid his Damages 
at £500. On his Examination he could give no good Ac- 
count of himself, having no visible "Way of Living, but was 
discharged from the Bar on his Promise to drop the Perse- 
cution. But his Attorney, who seemed to be an artful 
cunning Fellow, prevaricating most abominably in his Ex- 
amination, was, as I before observed, committed to Newgate, 
even tho' the Chancellor, to my great Surprise, made a long 
Speech in his Behalf, which was seconded by Lord Lyttel- 
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ton, in which they urged in his Excuse, that he might have 
heen ignorant that M r Hesse acted under their Authority, 
but this was over-ruled, as this very Circumstance was ex- 
pressly mentioned in the Committment of the Prisoner. 
They were indeed well answered by Lord Sandwich, and 
the Dukes of Bedford and Grafton, who insisted strongly 
on the Necessity of Supporting the Peace Officers in the 
Exercise of their Duty, more especially when acting under 
their immediate Orders. 

These are but trivial Incidents, but may all together serve, 
in some Measure, to convey to you a Picture of the present 
Day, in which, however, the Objects are so fleeting and 
transitory, that it requires a Degree of Leisure, Penetration, 
and Acuteness, greatly beyond what I can pretend to, to 
give you, at such a Distance, even a very moderate Idea of 
our political Inefficiency. May better Times be at hand, 
when thinking or writing on this Subject shall become a 
real Pleasure, instead of the most irksome Task that can 
possibly be assigned to any one who hath a Grain of public 
Spirit left, or who hath any interest in the Prosperity and 
Glory of this infatuated and distracted Country. 

Nothing is yet settled with the East India Company. 
The Administration and the Directors have been haggling 
together all this while. It is, at present said (but I will not 
vouch for the Truth of the Assertion) that they are to pay 
the Government £500,000 a Year, and to be allowed to en- 
crease their Dividends by Degrees to 12J %) Cent. I can 
hardly think they are in Circumstances to do this. Affairs 
in India are far from being in a settled State. The Expence 
of their Army there, which, including the Troops composed 
of the Natives, amount to 78,000 Men, is enormous ; and 
the Difficulties, attending the investment of their Revenues, 
unsurmountable. If you add to all this the Differences 
among the Proprietors at home with regard to the General 
Management and the Choice of Directors, and the universal 
Rapacity of all their Servants abroad, who now find Means 
to acquire independent Fortunes after two or three Years 
Service by means far from justifiable, and which probably 
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tend to render the English Name odious with the Natives 
of that Country, you will not think that much Account can 
be made of our Possession of that distant Territory, to 
which we have in reality, to say no worse of it, so slender a 
Claim. 

The final Decision of the great Douglas Cause comes on 
next Month, by Appeal from the Court of Session to the 
House of Lords. I have herewith sent you a Copy of the 
Cases on both Sides which will enable you to oblige some 
of your Friends, who may be curious about the Event. — 
It is a Cause of immense Consequence ; no less than 
whether the young Gentleman, supposed to be Lady Jane's 
Son, is heir to the late Duke of Douglas, and the Chief of 
that illustrious Name, with an Estate of £10,000 a Year, or 
a Supposititious Child, the Son of a poor French Woman. 
The Cases are long, but very curious Reading; and I ques- 
tion much whether there are another Set on the Continent. 
Some general Knowledge of the Matter you have already. 
These Cases will tell you what is alleged on both Sides. I 
know not how it will be determined ; but it is quite clear 
to me, that he is not the Son of Lady Jane Douglas. 

There is no other printed Edition of Blare's Chronological 
Tables, without the Copper-plate Part, but what I sent you. 
But it was, to be sure, charged wrong. So I have deducted 
the whole Price in this Invoice. The Gen* is very welcome 
to it for nothing. 

The Lottery is now done drawing; and of all the four 
Ticketts I bought for you, only one, viz. N° 32,060 bought 
in the Name of Alexander Stuart, came up a Prize of £20 
on the 12 th Day of Drawing. The three Blanks being of 
no Use, I herewith inclose you. I heartily wish you better 
Luck upon some future Occasion. For my own part, I 
have so very little Faith in Lotteries that I never have the 
least Concern in them. The Prize produced £17 : 8 : for 
which I have given your Account Credit. 

I think I have omitted nothing, that is mentioned in all 
your letters which I have hitherto received. 
(To be continued.) 
Vol. x.— 32 



